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REALISING THE POTENTIAL  

 
 

our specialist specification consultancy provides  
a means of accurate communication between  
client, designer and those carrying out the construction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
OUR APPROACH 

       
Since people first began to build structures for 
purposes beyond their personal requirements, 
there has been a need to accurately 
communicate client and designer intentions to 
those carrying out the construction. 

Davis Langdon is recognised as 
one of the worlds leading multi-
disciplinary construction and 
property consultancies, employing 
highly skilled and enthusiastic 
individuals from a diverse range of 
professional disciplines. 

Davis Langdon Schumann Smith (DLSS) has 
produced and co-ordinated specifications on 
projects around the world since 1986 in the 
commercial, retail, cultural, transportation and 
residential sectors. 
 
We recognise the need to prepare appropriate 
specifications, protecting design intent and 
reflecting contractual conditions. 

 
Our service is underwritten by the 
guarantees of knowledge, 
research, experience and 
professionalism 

  

 



 

SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Our approach is to become proactive members of the design team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Specification writers work as an integral part of the 
designers' team thus acquainting themselves with a full 
understanding of the designers' aspirations and intent. 

Information is collected at meetings, during discussion, 
via fax, e-mail and drawings which is collated, checked 
and examined in order to produce a series of draft 
specifications for review by the designers as the design 
progresses. 
 
In this way the specifications are developed in parallel to 
the drawings and are ready for delivery at the required 
times. Project specifications are fully integrated with 
tender and contract documentation produced by other 
team members. Where necessary this includes 
production of separate documentation for outline design, 
schematic design, tender and contract 
 

OUR SPECIFICATIONS 
 

 
 
 

We understand that good 
specifications:  

·  are critical contract 
documents 

·  allow drawings to be 
clear and concise 

·  clearly define contract 
scope and quality  

·  provide the means of 
checking compliance 

·  confirm procedures and 
responsibilities 

·  are co-ordinated with 
other contract documents 

 
 

We compile specifications to 
reflect: 

·  the design 
·  the form of contract 
·  the procurement process 
·  programme requirements 
·  national standards 
·  regulatory standards 

 

We produce specifications: 
·  as hardcopy 
·  in electronic format 
·  dynamically, via the internet 

 
 
Our specification can be tailored to 
suit the needs of: 

·  design teams 
·  developers 
·  retailers 
·  government bodies 
·  universities 
·  private practices 
·  manufacturers 
·  Or other parties involved in 

the design / construction 
process. 

 



 

LOCALLY RELEVANT 

 
We produce specifications for use in any area of Africa and the World using local National 
Standards in recognized formats 

 
 

 
 
 

We aim, through our specifications, 
to add value, ensure quality and 
reduce risk. 
 

 
As part of our maxim “global reach >< local delivery“ we ensure 
that our project specifications are tailored to internationally 
recognized formats and relevant national standards 
 
Davis Langdon Schumann Smith has developed a specification 
production and document management system for use across all 
of our offices. 
This allows us to update standards as they change, to control 
format and content and have a complete audit trail of every 
change in the documents.  

In order to maintain our leading position we subscribe to a 
rigorous QA / QC procedure. 
 

In South Africa we have developed Africa Spec™ to fill the need 
for a comprehensive baseline project specification providing 
consistency of format and based upon local norms and standards. 
 
Africa Spec uses Standard System of Measuring Building Work 
sections and is totally compatible with and will reflect the 
Architect’s design intent. 
 
Specifications are of equal value to both the Employer and 
Contractor in determining the agreed scope, the designer’s intent 
and the quality expectations. To achieve this, the specification 
must be relative, achievable, concise and up to date. 
 
DLSS has the ability to reach globally for experience and 
solutions - which are then delivered locally to clients and their 
projects - is unique and enables clients, particularly those 
contemplating innovative and challenging design solutions, in 
other areas of the world, to do so in an area of well controlled risk 
and assured value. 
 

 
DESIGN TEAM MANAGEMENT 
 
DLSS uses its understanding of the design process, contract forms, construction 
procedures, procurement routes and industrial capabilities, to assist design teams in 
managing the design process through all phases of a project’s life. 
 
DLSS implement management systems, reflecting their clients preferred working methods, 
from within the design team, protecting their interests while acting as a link with members 
of the client’s project team and the contractor. 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
Specifications for Construction  
 

We introduce a means to produce specifications for use in any area of Africa by 
professionals.                
 
In conjunction with its partners DLSS is introducing NBS (National Building Specification) into the local market. 
This product embodies in an easy to use programme the means of writing complete project specifications and 
seamlessly adding manufacturer’s data. The whole text and programme has been re-written by professionals to 
suit the Southern African construction industry. 
 

 
MANAGING SUCCESS 
 

DLSS have undertaken work on prestigious projects worldwide, including: 
 

 

·  Australia 
·  China 
·  Dubai 
·  Egypt 
·  Europe 
·  Hong Kong 
·  Malaysia 
·  Qatar 
·  Saudi Arabia 
·  South Africa 
·  United Kingdom 
·  United States of America 

 

 
AND DELIVERING EXCELLENCE WORLDWIDE 
 
Davis Langdon Schumann Smith (PTY) Ltd  
Ground Floor, MPF House 
32 Princess of Wales Terrace 
Sunnyside Office Park,  
Parktown 
Johannesburg 
Republic of South Africa. 
PO Box 1642, Houghton, 2041 
T: +27 (0) 11 544 4331 
F: +27 (0) 11 484 6878 
E: shawn.kennard@davislangdon.co.za 
 
Davis Langdon Schumann Smith (UAE) 
Level 7 
Building C/P54 
Dubai Healthcare City  
Dubai  
UAE 
T: +971 4 423 3690  
F: + 971 4 423 3691  
E: nickschumann@schumannsmith.com 
 
Davis Langdon Schumann Smith (UK) 
Cloister House 
Riverside  
New Bailey Street 
Manchester 
M3 5AG 
T: +44 (0) 161 819 7600 
F: +44 (0) 161 819 1818 
E: richard.jackson@schumannsmith.com 

Davis Langdon Schumann Smith (UK)  
MidCity Place,  
71 High Holborn 
London  WC1V 6QS 
T: +44 (0) 20 7061 7000 
F: +44 (0) 20 7061 7061 
E: davesmith@schumannsmith.com 
 
DLS Specification China Ltd 
Room 2101, Leighton Centre 
77 Leighton Road 
Hong Kong 
T: +852 2830 3500 
F: +852 2576 0416 
E: sh@dlskh.com 
 
Davis Langdon Specification Services Australia 
Level 19, 350 Queen Street  
Melbourne 
Victoria 3000 
Australia 
T: +61 3 9933 8800 
F: +61 3 9933 8807 
E: mbray@davislangdon.com.au 
 
Davis Langdon Schumann Smith (Ireland) Ltd 
24 Lower Hatch Street  
Dublin 
Ireland 
T: +353 1676 3671 
F: +353 1676 367 
E: bob.ramsden@schumannsmith.com 

 

 


